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Introduction
“The level of invasion caused by sexual assault is difficult to match because it goes to the most
private, core identity of a person.”1
Sexual violence is one of the most chronically underreported violations against children during
situations of armed conflict. The 2018 Annual Report on Children and Armed Conflict lists seven
countries in which incidents of sexual violence against boys have been documented.2 With over
900 cases of rape and other forms of sexual violence against girls and boys verified across all
country situations, this represents a discernible increase from last year. Although limited research
on sexual violence against males has been undertaken, in settings where it has been
investigated, conflict-related sexual violence against men and boys has been identified
as “regular and unexceptional, pervasive, and widespread”.3 Men and boys are therefore included
as an ‘at-risk’ group and in need of protection in the revised 2015 IASC Guidelines for Integrating
Gender-Based Violence Interventions in Humanitarian Action.
All Survivors Project (ASP) commends the Secretary General’s 2018 Annual Report for ensuring
a specific reference to sexual violence against boys and highlighting this abuse in Afghanistan,
CAR, DRC, Iraq, Somalia, Syria and Nigeria. However, information compiled by ASP from UN
sources in the last two years shows that incidents of sexual victimisation of boys have also been
reported in Burundi, Colombia, South Sudan, Sudan, Mali, Libya and Yemen.4 Research by the
All Survivors Project indicates that boys are at far greater risk of sexual violence than is captured
by the monitoring and reporting mechanism (MRM).
In the Central African Republic (CAR) for example, ASP has received credible information about
cases of sexual violence against boys across the country in 2017 in a range of situations,
including during attacks by armed groups. Likewise, in Syria, ASP research has found that boys
are at risk of sexual violence in various settings including as child soldiers, in IDP camps and in
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flight across borders, as well as in detention where such abuses are already well-documented.
ASP findings in Syria echo investigations by the Independent International Commission of Inquiry
on the Syrian Arab Republic (IICOI) which found that torture, including sexual and Gender Based
Violence (GBV) has been used against thousands of people in detention including boys as young
as 11 years old at a level that amounts to war crimes and crimes against humanity.5 ASP also
found a high-level of vulnerability of boys to sexual and gender-based violence in Syria in the
context of child labour, particularly where boys are working away from their homes and out of
reach of the protection of their families having been forced to take on more “adult roles of income
generation as a result of the years of conflict. The need for greater awareness among service
providers in Turkey, home to over 3.5 million Syrian refugees, of the possibility that men and boys
from Syria, particularly those who were detained in Syria, may have been subjected to sexual
violence, and for increased efforts to identify and build capacity to respond to the needs of male
survivors, is also identified.
The Children and Armed Conflict framework provides the tools to end and prevent grave
violations against children. Yet as these tools are applied, there is often little consideration to the
fact that war-affected children differ significantly in gender, developmental stage, ability status,
culture, and a host of other factors.6 The need to apply a gender specific lens and use a gender
competent approach in monitoring, documenting and responding to sexual violence cannot be
overstated given the strong associations between men’s own experiences of violence and their
use of violence. Men who had experienced sexual violence, including rape, were 3.5 times more
likely to perpetrate rape against a man and men who had experienced homophobic violence or
taunts were 5.5 times more likely to have raped a man.7 Sexual abuse in childhood has been
linked to increased likelihood of men’s adult perpetration of sexual violence.8 Neglecting the
needs of male survivors of sexual violence can reinforce and encourage patterns of violence9,
while treatment of male survivors can help them better understand and address gender based
violence against women and girls.10
Key Recommendations
ASP believes its research reveals only the tip of the iceberg and that urgent and intensified action
is required to identify the real extent of the problem of conflict related sexual violence against
boys and to respond appropriately. ASP calls for a working assumption that men and boys may
be at risk of sexual violence, and data-gathering and screening processes should be designed to
identify male and female survivors. Coordination between organisations conducting human rights
research and humanitarian stakeholders should be maximised to the extent possible to ensure
the development of a common analysis of risks, patterns and prevalence of sexual violence
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against men and boys. Resources should also be dedicated to developing safe and effective
methodologies for conducting assessments to support the development of better understandings
of vulnerabilities of women, men, girls and boys to sexual violence and of the medical, MHPSS,
protection and legal needs of survivors and victims. The security, well-being and informed
consent of survivors should be prioritised in all data collection processes and referral pathways
to appropriate medical, MHPSS, legal and other necessary support in place for survivors and
other participants in investigations and other data collection processes.
In order to respond to the deeply hidden problem of sexual violence against boys in armed
conflict, ASP calls upon UN member states to:
•

Encourage and support efforts to improve the documentation of rape and other
forms of sexual violence against girls and boys in situations of armed conflict,
including by the MRM; Ensure that data gathering and safe, anonymous
information sharing on sexual violence against girls and boys should be
strengthened as part of broader efforts to monitor and report on conflict-related
sexual violence.

•

Ensure that consistent definitions and standards for data collection are agreed
across all mechanisms for monitoring sexual violence (including among others,
GBVIMS, human rights reporting, the MRM and MARA) to ensure accurate and
consistent investigation, recording and reporting of incidents of sexual violence
against men and boys.

•

Ensure strategies aimed at preventing grave violations against children in armed
conflict factor in the gender-specific risks of sexual violence against girls and boys,
and equal attention is paid to identifying and responding to situations where boys
may be at heightened risk of such crimes; Deepen research and understanding of
links between sexual and other forms of violence against boys and girls and its
linkages with conflict mitigation.

•

Broaden and promote awareness of sexual violence against boys to counter the
stigma associated with it. All child survivors of sexual violence should have nonstigmatising, safe and confidential access to free and confidential services,
including child appropriate and competent medical and psychosocial care and
protection services.

•

Resource measures to identify among vulnerable groups such as IDPs and children
associated with armed groups and armed forces, boys and girls who may have
been subjected to sexual violence. Facilities (such as listening centres and childfriendly spaces) should be designed to support confidential, safe access for male
survivors. This should include the availability of confidential reporting mechanisms
and well-trained male and female staff.
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